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Laxman Pai 


Laxman Pai comes from India and was born in Goa in 1926. Eleven years 
ago in Bombay he was teaching at the J J School of Art. He went to Paris 
in 1951, where he studied advanced techniques in fresco painting, 
lithography, and engraving at the Beaux Arts. Since then he has presented 
six one-man shows of paintings in Paris and several exhibitions in 
London, New York, Munich, Stuttgart, Delhi and Bombay 


Last year he came to London from Paris and has been working on this 
suite in the Central School of Arts and Crafts 


Previous subjects have often inspired series of drawings or prints; he has 
made a lithographic suite of the Gita Govinda, a series of drawings of 
the Ramayana and of the Krishna legend, and several other subjects 
drawn from Sanskrit literature. The ‘Life of the Buddha’ is the first series 
carried out as etchings. Laxman Pai maintains that his creative approach 
is a linear one, and for this reason he was drawn to etching which is the 
medium of line which offers the most variety. About the treatment of 
his subject it is best to quote his own words - 


‘These twelve colour etchings are my own poetic conceptions of the Life 
of the Buddha, inspired after studying his thoughts and life. They are not 
biographical illustrations. With the help of line, which is my main force, 
I have tried to create different atmosphere in all the plates, according to 
the tempo of the subject expressed. Colour also plays an important part 
in the expression of the mood’ 


The Prints 


‘The Life of the Buddha’ is published by the St George’s Gallery as from 
2nd June 1959. All twelve plates measure 11 x 14 inches, and are all 
printed on a Whatman 140 1b mould-made rag paper measuring 

16x 18-5 inches. They were printed by Rita Lyons in Blackheath. There 
are 50 copies of each plate in the edition and 6 artist’s proofs, plus a small 
number of trial proofs. They are priced at 6 gns each or 64 gns for the 
entire suite 


NB All these prints are in colour; the following illustrations have been 
taken from black pulls for the sake of clarity 


1 The Buddha’s Birth 
At Kapilavastu in North-east India, in the fifth century B C, King 
Suddhodhana’s wife, the Lady Maha Maya, gave miraculous birth to the 
Buddha in a flower-filled pleasure-grove. They called him Siddhartha 


2 The Buddha’s Youth 
Married at the age of sixteen to the lady Yashodhara, the young 


Siddhartha enjoyed all the mortal pleasures which accompanied his 
elevated station. Soon he had excelled everybody in archery & literature, 
and the sixty-four arts & sciences 


te 
3 The Four Signs 


Walking in the pleasure gardens, Siddartha came upon a pathetic, aged 
man, a fever-raked invalid, a corpse on the way to burial, and finally a 
dignified Bikku, leading his mendicant life of self-denial. The young 
prince determined to seek the cause and remedy for the suffering which 
befalls mankind 


4 The Great Renunciation 


Leaving his beloved wife and new-born son Rahula, Siddhartha took his 
favourite horse, Kanthaka, and rode away in the dead of night. He 
exchanged his magnificent clothes for the hermit’s rags, and renounced 
his princely life in his search 


5 The six year’s search 
Wasted and starved after six years fast, Siddhartha came to realise that 
self-mortification was not the answer to his quest, after he had come 
upon different sages pursuing individual, but personal, techniques to 
attain Enlightment. He set off as a mendicant to beg his food 
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6 Enlightenment 
One morning, nourished by a gift from a village headman’s daughter, 
Sujata, Siddhartha sat under the Bo Treee in order to attain 


Enlightenment. The jealous deity Mara, appearing in horrifying form, and 
sending his three beautiful daughters to tempt him, failed to prevent 
Siddhartha from attaining his quest at the break of day, and he became 
the Buddha, ‘The Enlightened One’ 


7 The Forty-nine Days 
The Buddha passed seven weeks in a trance of spiritual joy. The Forty- 
nine days were divided into seven periods of seven days each, which 
represent the seven stages after Enlightenment 


8 The First Sermon 
The Buddha now determined that others should be led to the truth. At 
Sarnath near Benares his first sermon ‘Turning the Wheel of the Law’ 


was given to the five accompanying disciples 


9 The Return to Kapilavastu 
The Buddha revisited his native city, Kapilavastu, and the people and 
princes were astonished that their one time prince should beg his food 
in the streets. His son Rahula received as his inheritance membership of 
the order, and thousands followed suit. After repeated requests the 
Buddha allowed women into the order also 


10 The Great Miracle at Savatthi 
Heretical teachers were spreading opposition and they came to Savatthi 


in order to secure influence with King Prasenajit. The Buddha 
confounded them by casting a great road across the sky and walking 
along it he preached the truth. Thereafter the Buddha departed to Heaven 
and preached the law to his dead mother 


11 The Enmity of Devadatta 

Devadetta, a jealous disciple, made an attempt on the life of the Buddha 
by setting Matagiri, the fierce elephant, at him as he walked through the 

streets in peace. But, upon seeing the Buddha, and hearing his voice, the 
savage beast became quiet and meekly knelt before him 


12 The Paranirvana 

At the age of eighty, still visiting surrounding territories and admitting 
more disciples to his order, the Buddha announced his approaching end, 
and composing himself for death, he lay down upon his right side and 
entered into a state of rapture and expired 
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